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TO HENRY LEES, OF ASHTON-UNDER-LINE, 


Lately committed to Lancaster Gaol, for having performed 
the Christian Rite of Circumcision upon a child: and to 
the followers of Johanna Southcote generally. 





Dorchester Gaol, Nov. 30, Year 1724 
of the Gospel of Circumcision. 
CIRCUMCISED CHRISTIAN, 
] PRESUME, that, before you attempted to circumcise a child, 
in the character of a Priest of the Gospel of Circumcision, 
you yourself submitted to the rite, and thus claimed the ti- 
tle which I have given you of being a cireumcised Christian. 
I am not about to insult you, nor to make myself a hypo- 
crite by professions which I do not feel and actupon- I am 
not a Christian, nor a Jew, nor a Mahometan; therefore, I 
am not, nor do I ever intend to consent to be, circumcised. 
[ am an Atheist, or what is now better expressed in opposi- 
tion to Spiritualism, | am a Materialist, and see no intelli- 
gence or design beyond animated animal matter. ‘The mat- 
ter that composed the bedy of Johanna Southcote at any pe- 
riod of ber life might be in a wilderness and may come out 
of that wilderness for what I know; but this | know, that, 
believing her dead and decomposed, her identity at any pe- 
riod of her life will never again exist at any time or place. 
Shiloh may be coming for what | know; but not a Shiloh 
that has ever been identified before. I say this, not so much 
for the purpose of opposing your peculiar Christian tenets, 
as to stand fair before you, and to claim your serious atten- 
tion to what | am about to write. I can give all the proof 
which history can negatively give of any circumstance, that 
no such person as the Jesus of the New Testament ever ex- 
isted: and with this knowledge, it is impossible, that I can 
ever becomea Christian, or believe the past and present ex- 
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istence of such a person. But I bave suffered too much 

from persecution to wish to see others suffer the same, and 

therefore, I entirely disapprove of your persecution. J am 

sorry even to see Christians persecuting one another; and 
therefore, I. interpose to shew your persecutors their errors. 

You were sent to Gaol under a charge of manslaughter ; 
because a child died after having been circumcised by you: 
and I know, that, if an infant, or a grown person, had died 
in cousequence of having been baptised, the officiatiag priest 
would not even have been subject to the slightest blame. Cir- 
cumcision is as much a Christian rite as baptism, and has the 
higher guarantee of express commandment in the Old Testa- 
ment, which the other has not. Circumcision is as old as 
Judaism; whilst baptism, in point of custom, is, in compari- 
son with it, but as a novelty of yesterday’s invention. No 
Christian ever had any lawful ground to charge you with 
manslaughter: and nothing but a governmentavowedly un- 
connected with any kind of religion can be justified in bring- 
ing you to any punishment. It is very likely, that your 
Judge will be Judge Bailey; therefore, | shall send bim aud 
the other Judge on the next Northern Circuit, a copy of 
this letter, as your defence, and as their law. If I can by 
any means make a copy reach your hands, you shall have it. 

But to guard against all misunderstanding, let me not be un- 
derstood as approving of what you have done. From a 
community of my sentiments, you would deserve punish- 
ment, as having been guilty of a crime; but from a commu- 
nity of Christians, you deserve no punishment; because, to- 
wards them, you bave committed no crime; your conduct 
towards them has been meritorious. 

It is known to all, as common as any other fact is known, 
that, in this country, there is a Bible Society ; and further, 
that this society is encouraged and supported by the King’s 
Ministers. A man by the name of Lord Hexley, lately cal- 
led Nicholas Vausittart, is reported to have made his ap- 
pearance at the Mansion House of the City of London, at 
the annual Bible Society Meeting for London, held about a 
month ago, and there to have said, that he came as the re- 
presentalive of the King’s M inisters, or of the whole govern- 
ment of the country, to support the Bible and its general cir- 
culation among all mankind: which clearly implied a wish 
on the part of the government, that all should read, and that 
all should follow the precepts of this book called the Bible. 

If this was not the real sentiment of the government, then 
Lord Bexley and those who delegated him must have been 
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very wicked men. They might have been so on the other 
hand; but on this hand, they must have been so. _ | will not 
press the alternative, [ will suppose that they acted from 
good motives, and call upon them to abide by such motives, 
to be consistent, to make their actions snit their professions. 
About five years ago, I was indicted for saying, there were 
improper things held forth in this book called the Bible. I 
was told, that I must not say, that it contained an untruth. 
I was told, that [| must not say it contained an obscene narra- 
tive. I was told, that J must not say it was not the word of 
an Almighty God. I was told, that it madea part and par- 
cel of the law of this country. Ali this | was told by the 
then and present Lord Chief Justice of England; aod subse- 
quently, by all the Judges of the Court of King’s Bench. I 
had published a book as a bookseller, not of my own writ- 
ing, which made such comments upon the contents of this 
book the Bible as | was forbidden to make. I was-told, that 
1 must not defend my publication, nor my conduct; and the 
best character that could be given to a man as a member of 
society in every relation, I was told, couid not extenuate the 
heinous crime that I bad committed, in publishing a book 
that said the Bible was not a good book. ‘There was, after 
that act, no law for me but punishment. Inevery other sense 
than the one of pains and penalties, | was placed and have 
been kept beyond the pale of the law. In or out of this Gaol 
there has been no law but punishment for me since | have 
been here. In liberty and property I have been denied a 
possession for upwards of five years. I bave been robbed, 
or lawed rather, of near a hundred thousand books and 
pamphlets, and whatever else the Christians could put their 
hauds cn and call mine. ‘The last bed was even sold from 
under my wife with her new born infant, as soon as she could 
rise from it on her delivery! All this was done because [ 
could not as you have done respect the contents of the Bi- 
ble, and abide by its precepts. Twice | might say, that | 
and my family have heeu stripped naked, as far as the go- 
vernmeat could reach us; and for five years, I have lived 
under a daily expectation of a renewal of this treatment. | 
have never been sure to day, that to morrow I| should have 
food for myself and family, other than Gaolor Parish Food. 
Ail this bas been my lot, because | could not see the Bible 
to be the same sort of book as you see it to be, and as the 
government wished me to see it. All this I have suffered, 
because | was honest, and because I would not be silent, 
about what | felt, that 1 ought not as a good man to be si- 
lent. | am still in Gaol, and I believe that you are in 
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Gaol. I for not following the precepts of the Bible, or rather 
the precepts of the Government and its Priests, as to the Bi- 
ble: you for a close adherence to its every precept. How 
can this paradox be explained? How can this be? Sure- 
ly ‘the Government must be doing either you or mean injus- 
tice? lopine that they are doing an injustice to both. But 
I waive this point, as | am not in this letter about to defend 
my own conduct, but yours. I go through the Bible to see 
how far it defends or justifies your conduct. And this I do, 
because the law of this country as to the charge of man- 
slaughter has been made really serious. There is but a shade 
of difference between the law for murder and the law for 
manslaughter. A Judge, if you are returned Guilty by a 
Jury, may transport you for life, as Judge Best did last Lent 
Assize with Patrick Conolly. A year or two back, the 
highest punishment for manslaughter was a year’s imprison- 
ment; now, it has been made all but a capital offence, if the 
Judge thinks proper so to view it. If pronounced Guilty, 
you may be fined a shilling or transported for life ; acccord- 
ing as the Judge may view your case; and it is a case where 
religious prejudice will be called up against you, whoever 
may be your Judge. But I will not yield the right of the 
Judge to fine you a shilling. Though at the antipodes of 
your faith, I will plead for justice for you, and shew tbat 
yours is not a case of manslaughter. 1 will not consent that 
a Jury shall say you have been guilty of a manslaughter in 
the legal sense of the word, nor in any sense. 

Thovgh the Bible abounds with the word circumcision 
and its derivatives, but few people in this country really 
know what it means. My Chaplain confessed to me the 
other day, when speaking of your case, that he did not un- 
derstand the right meaning of the werd. But as on your 
trial, full evidence will be given as to what the word means, 
I will here say all tbat | know of its meaning. 

Circumcision means a cutting off of a ring of the skin or 
cover that covers the bead or nut of the penis of the human 
male, and which, in the Bible, is called the foreskin. In 
parts of Asia and parts of Africa it has been a custom from 
time immemorial. - Its origin as a custom, or its purpose, is 
not known. It is now followed as a custom without any 
reason being assigned for it, except the precept of a sacred 
book, such as the Bible to the Jew and Christian, and the 
Koran to the Mabometan. The Jew, the Christian, and the 
Mabometan, are the only sects, or only people within my 
knowledge, who observe the rite. And with the Christians, 
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it has been long confined to Abyssinia, with the exception 
of what your sect bas begun to do in this country. In Abys- 
sinia, the Christian females submit to a kind of circumcision 
of some part of their pudenda; but what part I do not 
know: and so powerful is the custom, that marriage itself is 
not more desired by them than the custom of circumcision. 
It is a preliminary to marriage; and the male would not 
marry an uncircumcised female; nor would a female marry 
an uncircumcised male. And like every other powerful re- 
ligious prejudice, death on either side would be preferred to 
an uncircumcised marriage. The Jews observe the rite of 
circumcision, on the male infant only, on the eighth day after 
birth: the Mahometans on the male only at the age of pu- 
berty, or about thirteen years of age: and the Abyssinian 
Christian, on both male and female, at the age of puberty or 
the marriageable age. You, the followers of Johanna South- 
cote, seem to have adopted the Bible custom of circumcising 
infants; though, to make up for past neglects, like Abraham, 
the men of your sect have not shrunk from it even in their 
old age! 

As the original purpose of circumcision is not now known, 
1 presume that there is no criterion as to the quantity of the 
foreskin circumcised, whether the smallest possible quantity, 
so as a complete circumcision be made, or the largest possi- 
ble quantity, without wounding any other part of the penis. 
Infants generally have what is called a filbert prepuce, and 
anatomists know, that such is the case, though rarely, with 
some men. An ignorant barbarous people might have fan- 
cied, that, in the infant, it was an impediment to the passage 
of the water. Inflammation of the prepuce might have ac- 
tually caused an abstruction, and thus have led to the prac- 
tice of circumcision ; as important and very extensive mat- 
ters often or generally grow out of individual incidents. One 
of two motives seem to be the most probable; either that the 
circumcision of the prepuce was considered a safeguard 
against pain, or a means of increasing pleasure in venery. 
Venery was a matter much more openly considered, com- 
manded and practised formerly, in certain of the most civi- 
lized nations, than at present: and a chief part both of male 
and female education was, the highest state of pleasure to be 
derived from it. This was perfect wisdom, as far as it went, 
and the acme of civilization. Since Christianity has been in- 
troduced, or where it has been introduced, venery has been 
pronounced a religious crime, save to a privileged few, be- 
yond the marriage state: and hypocrisy and disease, or in 
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other words, both moral and physical disease have been the 
consequence. But the most-skilful of physicians ever have 
and ever will commend the practice, at proper intervals, as 
an excitement and secretion as essential to health as any 
other kind of exercise and secretion of the body. We can- 
not change our vatures without destroying them; nor can 
we eiijoy sound health witbout attending toevery call which 
nature makes on our bodies; therefore, it becomes positively 
criminal, to abstain from that which is alike natural and 
wholesome: for all are interested in the greatest possible 
amount of bealth and bappiness. 

But I have not the least idea that cireumeision can in- 
crease the pleasure of venery ; for, wherever there be sound- 
ness of body, there is nothing superfluous. lam a perfect 
naturalist, and for leaving every thing in its healthy and na- 
tural state. But I can conceive the possibility, in a state of 
filth or disease, of circumcision being useful, and only useful 
in lessening the evils of filth and disease which are concomi- 
tant. ‘This isa natural consideration of the subject, which 
} now quit, to consider it in a religious point of view as your 
ease. And here | shall seek no authority, but that of the 
Bible; but that of the very book which | am punished for 
not respecting, and you are punished for respecting too 
nicely. And before | have done, I rather think, that an in- 
ference will present itself, beyond your complete justifica- 
tion, that there is something connected with the Bible more 
than its precepts, which the Bible Society men and women 
seek to support. 

Had circumcision been taught by the pretended author of 
the Bible, or the Bible God Jehovah, he would of course 
have commenced the rite with his first man Adam: though 
there were then ueither sharp knives nor sharp stones in ex- 
istence: and further, that either Jehovah, Eve, or Adam him- 
self, must have been the operator. The trath is, that the rite 
did not commence until there was a congregation of fools to 
support a priest. We find no mention of it in the Bible, un- 
til we come to the life of Abraham. At the 17th chap. of 
Genesis, ver. 10, it is thus introduced, Jehovah speaking :— 

‘** This is my covenant which ye shall keep, between me 
and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among 
you shall be circumcised. And ye shall circumcise the flesh 
of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant be- 
twixt me and you. And he that is eight days old shall be 
circamcised among you, every man child in your genera- 
tions, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of 
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any stranger, which is not of thy seed. He that is bora in 
thy house; and he that is bought with thy money, must 
needs be circumcised: aud my covenant shall be in your 
flesh for an everlasting covenant. And the uncircumcised 
man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that 
soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my co- 
venant.” 

Here is the injunction both plain and positive; and if there 
were either honesty or consistency in any other Christian 
sect than yours, they would all submit to circumcision. Here 
is your complete justification. Read this paragraph to Judge 
Bailey, ask him if be respects the precepts of the Old Testa- 
ment, and he must be a vile hypocrite, if he does not with- 
out hesitation direct your acquittal. Press upon his atten- 
tion the conclusion of the paragraph, which to a serious 
Christian is matter of so great an import, that he cannot 
evade its force: ‘* dnd the uncircumcised man child whose 
jiesh of his foreskin is not circumcised that soul shall be cut 
off from his people; he hath broken my covenant.” 

lf I were a Christian, I should not be at ease a moment 
until | were circumcised. You will bear in mind, that this 
injunction was not confined to Jews. Abraham was not a 
Jew nor an Israelite. The Arabians, who trace their de- 
scent from Ishmael, all submit to circumcision at the age of 
puberty; because we are told at verses 23 to 27 of the same 
chapter, that ** Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that 
were born in bis house, and all that were bought with his 
money, every male among the men of Abraham’s ‘house; and 
circumcised the flesh of their foreskin the self same day, as 
God had said unto him. And Abraham was ninety years 
old and wine, when be was was circumcised in the flesh of 
his foreskin: And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, 
when he was circumcised iu the flesh of his foreskin. In the 
self same day was Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael his 
sou. And all the men of his house, born in the house, and 
bought with the money of the stranger, were circumcised 
with him.” } 

Here we see, that the injunction extended even to the 
slaves that were bought of a foreign people. We are told, 
that Jehovah did not only covenant with Abraham and his 
posterity, but with all the males that should be associated 
with them, evidently meaning adi (hat should embrace the 
same 8 ystem of religion or the worship of Jehovah. The 
Christian has no loop-hole whatever to evade the injunction, 
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bu} in the renunciation of his religion; but in disavowing all 
worship of Jehovah. 

At Genesis chap. xxi. ver. 4, we are told, that Isaac was 
circumcised at eight days old, as God had commanded. 
But nothing is said abaut the circumcision of the children of 
Isaac, or of Jacob, until we come to the treacherous affair 
with the Shechemites, as narrated at chap. xxxiv. There 
we are told, that Jacob and his sons refused to dwell with 
Hamor, his son Shechem, and people, before they were cir- 
cumcised. ‘The Shechemites submitted to circumcision, and 
whilst they were sore (circumcision is no joke, as you are 
experiencing!) two of Jacob’s sons slew them all, believe it 
who can, because their sister Dinab had been defiled with the 
uncircumcised foreskin of the King’s son! It appears, that 
the rape, if it was a rape, would not have been held crimi- 
nal, if Shechem had been circumcised! 

We find nothing more said about circumcision, until we 
come to Exodus chap. iv.—nothing said about any circum- 
cision of the Israelites in Egypt. Moses himself, at chap. 
‘vi. ver. 30, says to Johovah: ** Behold, I am of uncircum- 
cised lips, and how shall Pharaoh bearken unto me?” But 
at chap. iv. ver. 24, there is a most singular incident intro- 
duced, which, as far as it is intelligible, says, that the Lord 
sought to kill Moses, because he had not circumcised his son. 
The story is very imperfect, but stands thus: “ And it came 
to pass by the way in the inn, that the Lord met him 
(Moses) and sought to kill him. Then Zipporah took a 
sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast it 
at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou to 
me. So he let him go: then she said, A bloody husband 
thou art, because of thé circumcision.” The inference of this 
story, if any can be drawn, is, that Zipporah was shocked at 
the idea of wounding ber infant, but that God was so inex- 
orable on that head, that nothing would atone for the fore- 
skin, but the life of Moses! And in the 6th chap. it is said, 
that Moses himself was not circumcised! We can only ac- 
count for such contradictions by saying, that the story is 
both divine and Jewish. 

The next notice of the rite of circumcision is in the Levi- 
cal Law, Leviticus chap. xii. ver. 3: where after saying, 
that a woman shall be considered unclean seven days on 
bringing forth a man child, it is added: ‘‘ And in the eighth 
day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.” Many 
of the laws of the book of Leviticus are repeated in the book 
of Deuteronomy, but this is not repeated. 
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We must now step on to thatscene of all scenes, the Hill of 
Foreskins, as drawn at Joshua chap. v. [tis thus described: 
‘“ At that time the Lord said unto Joshua, Make thee sharp 
knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel a second 
time. And Joshua made him sharp knives, and circumcised 
the children of Israel at the hill of the foreskins. And this 
is the cause why Joshua did circumcise: All the people that 
came out of Egypt, that were males, even all the men of 
war, died in the wilderness by the way after they came 
out of Egypt. Now all the people that came out were 
circumcised: but all the people that were born in the 
wilderness by the way as they came forth out of Egypt, 
them they had not circumcised.*** And their children, 
whom he raised up in their stead, them Joshua circumcised: 
for they were uncircumcised, because they bad not circum- 
cised them by the way. And it came to pass, when they 
had done circumcising all the people, that they abode in 
their places in the camp, till they were whole. And the 
Lord said unto Joshua; This day have I rolled away the re- 


_ proach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of this 


place is called Gilgal unto this day.” 

We are told in the book of Numbers, that the number of 
the children of Israel, of the males above twenty years old, 
who were able to go forth to war, were above six hundred 
thousand: so that Joshua must have had a smart task to per- 
form, and there must have been a bill of foreskins indeed! 
In addition to the six hundred thousand, we may fairly cal- 
culate, that there was a male child to each under twenty 
years old, so that, at least, there were a million foreskins to 
be circumcised. Now if Joshua dispatched one a minute 
and worked twelve hours a day, it would occupy him four 
years in the circumcision of the whole! or five years for the 
gross number of Israelites stated! 

We have nota word more in the Old Testament about cir- 
cumcision, excepting a condemnation of the uncircumcised 
Philistines, and the Prophet Jeremiah recommending a cir- 
cumcision of the heart. None of the other Old Testament 
Heroes are said to have been circumcised; though David 
had to circumcise a hundred Philistines to get a royal wife, 
which he gallantly accomplished by doubling the number! 
We are not told whether the men or the women were in the 
habit of eating these foreskins, or what were done with them, 
or why they were circumcised, other than its being a whim 
of Jehovah’s. A foreskin-pie must be a delicious dish to 
set before a few old maids or young maids either: and | 
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shall not be sarprised to hear of such a dish, if circumcision 
become general as it ought to be among the Christians! It 
would be a rare dish for some of the London epicures and 
throw white bait and turtle into the shade! It will be ne- 
cessary, that the Christians beware of eating the foreskin of 
a Jew: and experience assures us, that a Jew would as soon 
eat a piece of pork as the foreskin of a Christian! When all 
Christians become circumcised, there must be no sects 
among them, or they will not be able to distinguish between 
the foreskin of a Catholic and the foreskin of a Protestant, 
and thus may eat to each other’s damnation! 

An idea occurs about the Christian Society for the Con- 
version of the Jews. And bere again circumcision becomes 
most important to the Christians, for the Jews will rather 
yield any thing than not to lose their foreskins. Now if they 
who so ardently seek to convert the Jews will practise upon 
themselves the rite of circumcision, a conversion from Ju- 
daism to that sort of Christianity will be coniparatively tri- 
fling; the Jew will then be able to fulfil his whole law, and 
not have his conscience tortured by its neglect or disobedi- 
ence. It is clear, that such was the Christiavity first offer- 
ed to them by the first Christians, until the little wrangling 
Saint Paul stepped in with his Gospel of Uncircumcision: 
and further, it is not only madness, but it is infidelity itself, 
to ask the Jews to give up that rite which is so solemnly en- 
joined upon them by the covenant of Jehovah with Abra- 
ham, by the Levitical Law, and by the precedent of Joshua’s 
five years’ hard labour at the Hill of Foreskins. 

Saint Luke is the only one of the four Gospel writers of 
the New Testament that saysany thing of circumcision: he 
mentions the circumcision of John Baptist and of Jesus. 
But the Gospel of the Infancy of Jesus is more particular 
and says, thatthe Hebrew Midwife, who attended Mary the 
mother of Jesus, carefully preserved the foreskin in a box 
of precious ointment, and gave it to ber son who was an 
apothecary, cautioning him not to take any price for it, as 
this little divine prepuce would perform all sorts of cures 
and miracles. This same Gospel says, that even the nap- 
kins or swaddling cloths which the infant Jesus had piddied 
upon or otherwise soiled, would drive out devils from the 
possessed, perform ail sorts of cures and miracles, and were 
incombustibie to fire! and that the great treasure which the 
Wise Men of the Mast obtained in exchange for toeir jour- 
ney and presents to Jesus was—a napkin which the infant 
Jesus had soiled! Ch! what a tit bit as a relie for the 
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saints would have been the little divine prepuce, and only a 
soiled thread of one of the napkins worn by Jesus to string it 
upon! ‘They have preserved almost every thing that belong- 
ed to him, save the little divine prepuce! Confound that 
apothecary! what can he have done with it? It must be 
incorruptible and incombustible, wherever itis. Saints! go 
look for it! When your Shiloh comes, Henry Lees, I hope 
‘ou will be more careful of this second divine prepuce! 

But though Saint Matthew has said nothing about circum- 
ctsion, he bas said something to the purpose about emascu- 
lation, and its prevaleuce among the early Christians. At 
chap. xix. verses 11 and 12, we read, as the words of Jesus 
in answer to his disciples, who had observed to him that it 
would be better for a man not to marry than to risk an in- 
dissoluble marriage: ‘* All men cannot receive this saying, 
save they to whom itis given. For there are some eunuchs, 
which were so born from their mother’s womb; and there 
are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men; and 
there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for 
the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He that is able to receive it, 
let him receive it.”—I have it, | will receive it! This is an 
incontestible proof that emasculation as well as circumcision 
was common among the primitive Christians. There was 
no such thing among the Jews. ‘Their law was most precise 
upon this head, as we read at Deuteronomy chap. xxiii. 
ver. 1, * He that is wounded in the stones, or hath his privy 
inember cut off, shall not enter into the congregation of the 
Lord.” Here it seems, that even an accident to those parts, 
any thing that rendered the male unsound, was sufficient to 
exclude him from an equality with his fellows. And the 
Jewish Law throughout most wisely encourages a chaste or 
well regulated venery, seeming to view it as the principal 
svurce of human happiness and morality. Every encourage- 
ment was given to early marriage and favours bestowed 
upon the new married couple, as we may read at Deutero- 
nomy chap. xxiv. ver 5, ‘** When a man bath taken a new 
wife, he shall not go out to war, neither shall he be charged 
with any business: but he shall be free at home one year, 
and shall cheer up his wife which he hath taken.” This was 
something like encouragement to marry! A Jew was al- 
lowed twelve or thirteen honey-moons! Faulty as is the 
Old Testament, the New Testament is a most improper, 
most disgraceful appendage to it. If you, Henry Lees, have 
erred in any thing as a Christian, it has been, that you have 
not proceeded to emasculation as well as to circumcision: 
and he who shall restore a sect of both circumcised aud 
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emasculated Christians will return to what the primitive 
Christians, or the Fathers of the Christian Church, really 
were. Here Christians! here is a test for your religious fi- 
delity! 

If Jesus or the Gospel writers have not espoused the rite of 
circumcision there is nothing said against it, and the asser- 
tion that he came to fulfil and not to destroy the Jewish 
Law is your argument for justification. 

If the book of the Acts of the Apostles beareth testimony 
of any thing, it is, that the first Christians were circumcised 
and contended that circumcision was essential as a fulfilment 
of the Jewish Law; but the rite seems to have been so ob- 
jectionable to the Greeks, and so checked the progress of 
Christianity, that Peter found it necessary to have a vision 
upon the subject, and to obtain a dispensation to the Gen- 
tiles to abstain from circumcision if they so preferred. But 
this by no means forbids circumcision to those who may be 
faithful to the very letter of the law. It only shews the want 
of faith and firmness in some of the first Christian teachers, 
such as Peter and Paul are represented to have been in this 
book of the Acts. This and subsequent neglect of that ful- 
filment reflects the greater merit upon you the followers of 
Johanna Southcote in restoring it. 

We also find, in this book of the Acts, that special regard 
was paid to a travelling eunuch, in converting and baptizing 
him. You may learn from the 8th chapter, that eunuchs 
were. great favourites in heaven; for an angel sent Philip 
after this Ethiopian Eunuch, that he might not return to Ethi- 
opia unchristianized! If Judge Bailey be religiously honest 
as your judge, and direct your acquittal, or if the Jury be 
obstinate, and he as he ought fine yon but in a shilling, I 
seriously advise you to complete your Christianity, and to 
add emasculation to circumcision: I will at least then say, 
that you are the only honest and conscientious Christians. 

The Apostle Paul was the first Christian who wrote against 
circumcision, and that only because he had been five times 
whipped by the Jews. Saint Paul was a great prevaricator 
on this head. His Epistle to the Galatians, which is evi- 
dently one of the last of his writings, written at least seven- 
teen years after he had began to preach Christianity, is writ- 
ten expressly against circumcision. And it is written in 
such a stile as almost to prove, that every preacher of Chris- 
tianity but himself advocated the necessity of circumcision. 
He boasteth in this Epistle, that he did not circumcise 
Titus; but at Acts, chap. xvi. we read, that he circumcised 
Timothy because of the Jews. At Romans, chap. ii. ver. 











































THE REPUBLICAN. 717 









































25, we find him saying—“ For circumcision verily profiteth, 
if thou keep the law.” This is all that either Jew or Chris- 
tian can contend for; but circumcision also maketh a part 
of the law, and the law cannot be kept without it. At chap. 
iii. ver. 1, he says again—** What advantage then hath the 
Jew ? or what profit is there of circumcision? Much every 
way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the 
oracles of God.” This is matter clear and explicit and not 
to be honestly departed from by a Christian. At chap. xv. 
: ver. 8, he says: ‘‘ Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minis- 
ter of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the 
promises made unto the fathers.” No prevarication, no 
soreness at having been five times whipped by the Jews, 
! will suffice to set aside these assertions. 
In writing to the Corinthians, Ist Epistle, chap. vii. ver. 
19, he began to prevaricate, in saying: ‘‘ Circumcision is 
nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of 


the commandments of God.” But circumcision is clearly 
one of those commandments; therefore circumcision is some- 
thing, and Saint Paul in error. 
« We can find nothing more in the New Testament but the 
; further prevarication of Saint Paul upon the subject, and 
this will not strengthen the argument on the one side nor on 
the other. But enough has been shewn for your complete 
) 


justification, and to prove, that the cause of your committal 
; to Gaol was the following of a precept of the Bible. This 
must be your defence; and you will do well not to employ 
P a Barrister to speak for you, unless he will defend you upon 
t this ground and justify your conduct as a lover of the Bible 
> and its precepts. 
I shall watch your case and not fail to reprobate any 
p punishment after trial, should it be inflicted, as a gross vio- 
, lation of all decency and justice. We have lately seen ano- 

ther man, George Hale, sent to Gaol for too strong an attach- 
t ment to a particular precept of the Bible; and as matters 
5 are now passing, the reign of George the Fourth resembles 
r 





that of Henry the Eighth, in other matters besides a killing 

of wives. It resembles it in punishments for religious mat- 

F ters. In that reign, -Catholic and Protestant went to the 

4 stake upon the same hurdle: in this though we have no fag- 

a gots the revenge is equally remorseless and Christian and 

" Anti-Christian are alike sent to Gaol for their opinions. 

. Hoping you will come off with less punishment than I have 
found from these odd or mad Christians, 
I am, your well wisher, 


RICHARD CARLILE. 


ed OD 
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The First Gospel of the INFANCY of JESUS 
CHRIST. 


{ Mr. Henry Sike Professor of Oriental Languages at Cambridge, first translated 
and published this Gospel in 1697, It was received by the Gnostics, a sect 
of Christians in the second century ; and several of its relations were credit- 
ed in the following ages by other Christians, viz. Eusebius, Athanasius Fpi- 
phanius, Chrysostom, &c. Sozomen, says he was told by many, and he 
credits the relations, of the idols in Egypt falling down on Joseph and Mary’s 
flight thither with Christ ; and of Christ making a well to wash his clothes in 
a sycamore tree, from whence balsam afterwards proceeded. ‘These stories are 
from this Gospel. Chemnitius, out of Stipulensis, who had it from Peter 
Martyr, Bishop of Alexandria, in the third century, says, that the place 
in Egypt where Christ was banished is now called Matarea, about ten miles 
beyond Cairo ; that the inhabitants constantly burn a lamp in remembrance of 
it; and that there is a garden of trees yielding a balsam, which were planted 
by Christ when a boy. M. La Crose cites a synod at Angamala, in the 
mountains of Malabar, A. D, 1599, which condemns this Gospel as commonly 
read by the Nestorians in that country. Ahmad Ibn Idris, a Mahometan di- 
vine, says, it was used by some Christians in common with the other four Gos- 
pels ; and Ocobius de Castro mentions a Gospel of Thomas, which he says, 
he saw and had it translated tohim by an Armenian Archbishop at Amsterdam, 
that was read in very many churches of Asia and Africa as the only rule of 
their faith. Fabricus takes it to be this Gospel. It has been supposed, that 
Mahomet and his coadjuters used it in compiling the Koran. ‘here are se- 
veral storics believed of Christ, proceeding from this Gospel: as that which 
Mr, Sike relates out of La Brosse’s Persic Lexicon, that Christ practised the 
trade of a dyer, and his working a miracle with the colours ; from whence the 
Persian dyers honour him as their patron, and call a dye-house the shop of 
Christ. Sir John Chardin mentions Persian legends concerning Christ’s dis- 
pute with his schoolmaster about his A B C; and his lengthening the cedar- ‘ 
board which Joseph sawed tow short. ] 


CHAP. I. should go to be taxed in their own coun- : 

1 Caiphas relates, that Jesus when in his try. | 
cradle, informed his mother, that’ he 5 Joseph therefore arose, and with a 
was the Son of God. 5 Joseph and Mary his spouse he went to Jerusalem, ( 
Mary going to Bethlehem to be tared, and then came to Bethlehem, that he ( 


Mary’s time of bringing forth arrives, and his family might be taxed in the ci- 


and she goes into a cave. 8 Joseph _ ty of his fathers. Ss! 
fetchesin a Hebrew woman. 10 The 6 And when they came by the cave, p 
cave filled with great lights, 11 the in- Mary confessed to Joseph, that her time re 
fant born, 17 curesthe woman, 19 ar- of bringing forth was come, and she in 


rival hd shepherds, could not go on to the city, and said, vi 
HE following accounts we found in Let us go into this cave. 










the book of Joseph the high-priest, 
called by some Caiphas. 

2 He relates, that Jesus spake even 
when he was in his cradle, and said to 
bis mother: 

3 Mary, lam Jesus the Son of God, 
that word, which thou didst bring forth 
according to the declaration of the angel 
Gabriel to thee, and my Father hath 
sent me for the salvation of the world. 

4 § In the three hundred and ninth 
year of the era of Alexander, Augustus 
published a decree, that all persons 


7 At that time the sun was very near 1 


going down, 

8 But Joseph hastened away, that he 
might fetch her a mid-wife; and when 
he saw an old Hebrew woman, who was 
of Jerusalem, he said to her, Pray come 
hither, good woman, and go into that 
cave, and you will there see a woman 
just ready to bring forth. 

9 It was after sunset, when the old 
woman and Joseph with her reached the 
cave, and they both went into it. 

10 Aud behold, it was ail filled with 
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lights, greater than the lights of lamps 

and candles, and greater than the light 

of the sun itself. 

11 The infant was then wrapped up 
in swaddling clothes, and sucking the 
breasts of his mother St, Mary. 

ig When they both saw this light, 
they were surprised ; the old woman ask- 
ed St. Mary, Art thou the mother of this 
child? 

10 St. Mary replied, she was. 

14 On which the eld woman said, 
Thou art very different from all other 
women, 

15 St. Mary answered, As there is not 
any child like to my son, so neither is 
there any woman like to his mother. 

16 The old woman answered, and 
said, O my Lady, lam come hither, that 
1 may obtain ap everlasting reward. 

17 Then our Lady St. Mary said to 
her, Lay thine hands upon the infant; 
which, when she had done, she became 
whole. 

18 And as she was going forth, she 
said, From henceforth all the days of 
my life, 1 will attend upon and be a ser- 
vant of this infant. 

19 After this, when the shepherds 
came, and had made a fire, and they 
were exceedingly rejoicing, the heaven- 
ly host appeared to them, praising and 
adoring the supreme God. 

20 And as the shepherds were en- 
gaged in the same employment, the cave 
at that time seemed like a glorious tem- 
ple, because both the tongues of angels 
and men united to adore and magnify 
God, on account of the birth of the Lord 
Christ. 

21 But when the old Hebrew woman 
saw all these evident miracles, she gave 
praises to God, and said, | thank thee, 
O God, thou God of Israel, for that 
mine eyes have seen the birth of the Sa- 
viour of the werld. 

CHAP. LI. 

1 The child circumcised in the cave, 2 
and the old woman preserving his fore- 
skin or navel string in a bor of spike- 
nard, Mary afterwards anoints Christ 
with it. 5 Christ brought to the tem- 
ple; 6 shines, 7 angels stand around 
him adoring. 8 Simeon praises Christ. 

AND when the time of his circumci- 

sion was come: namely, the eighth 
day, on which the law commanded the 
child to be circumcised ; they circunci- 
sed him in the cave. 

2 And the eld Hebrew woman tock 
the foreskin (others say she took the na- 


* Zoroaster. 


vel-string), and preserved it in an ala- 
baster-box of old oil of spikenard. 

3 And she had a son who wasa drug- 
gist, to whom she said, Take heed thou 
seil not this alabaster-box~ of spikenard 
ointment, although thou shouldst be of- 
fered three hunsred pence for it. 

4 Now this is that alabaster-box which 
Mary the sinner procured, and poured 
forth the ointment out of it upon the head 
and the feet of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and wiped thew off with the hairs of her 
head. 

5 Then after ten days they brought 
him to Jerusalem, and on the fortieth 
day from his birth they presented him in 
the temple before the Lord, making the 
proper offerings for him, according to the 
requirement of the law of Moses: name- 
ly, that every male which opens the 
womb shall be called holy unto God. 

6 At that time old Simeon saw him 
shining as a pillar of light, when St. Ma- 
ry the virgin, his mother, carried him in 
her arms, and was filled with the great- 
est pleasure at the sight. 

7 And the angels stood around him, 
edasias him, as a king’s guard stand 
around him. 

8 Then Simeon going near to St, Ma- 
ry, and stretching forth his bands to- 
ward her, said to the Lord Christ, Now, 
O my Lord, thy servant shall depart in 
peace, according to thy word ; 

9 For mine eyes have seen thy mer- 
cy, which thou hast prepared for the sal- 
vation ofall nations ; a light to all peo- 
ple, and the glory of thy people Israel. 

10 Hannah the Prophetess was also 
present, and drawing near, she gave 
praises to God, and celebrated the hap- 
piness of Mary. 

CHAP. IIT, 
1 The wise men visit Christ. 2 Mary 
gives them one of his swaddling clothes. 

3 An angel appears to them in the form 

of astar, 4 They return and make a 

Sire, and worship the swaddling cloth, 
and put it in the fire where it remains 
unconsumed, 

ND it came to pass, when the Lord 

Jesus was born at Bethlehem, a city 
of Judea, in the time of Herod the 
King; the wise men came from the East 
to Jerusalem, according to the prophe- 
cy of Zoradascht*, and brought with 
them offerings: namely, gold, frankin- 
cense, and myrrh, and worshipped him, 
and offered to him their gifts, 

2 Then the Lady Mary took one of 
his swaddling clothes in which the infant 

























































wes wrapped, and gave it to them in- 
stead of a biessing, which they received 
from her as a most noble present. 

3 And at the same time there appear- 
ed to them an angel in the form of that 
star, which had before been their guide 
in their journey; the light of which they 
followed till they returned into their own 
country. 

4 4 On their return their kings and 
princes came to them, inquiring, What 
they had seen and done? What sort of 
journey and return they had? What 
company they had on the road? 

5 But they produced the swaddling 
cloth which St. Mary had given tothem, 
on account whereof they kept a feast. 

6 And having, according to the cus- 
tom of their country, made a fire, they 
worshipped it. 

7 And casting the swaddling cloth 
into it, the fire took it, and kept it. 

8 And when the fire was put out, they 

took forth the swaddling cloth unhurt, 
as much as if the fire had not touched 
it. 
. 9 Then they began to kiss it, and put 
it upon their heads and their eyes, say- 
ing, This is certainly an undoubted truth, 
and it is really surprising that the fire 
could not burn it, and consume it. 

10 Then they took it, and with the 
greatest respect laid it up among their 


treasures. 

CHAP. IV. 

1 Herod intends to put Christ to death. 
3 An angel warns Joseph to take the 
child and his mother into Egypt. 6 
Consternation on their arrival. 13 
The idols fall down. 15 Mary washes 
Christ's swaddling clothes, and hangs 
them todryon a post. 16 Ason of the 
chief priest puts one on his head, and be- 
ing possessed of devils, they leave him. 

Now Herod perceiving that the wise 

men did delay, and not return to 
him, called together the priest aud wise 
men and said, Tell me in what place the 

Christ should be born? 

2 And when they replied, in Bethle- 
hem, a city of Judawa, he began to con- 
trive in his own mind the death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 But an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in his sleep, and said, Arise, 
take the child and mother, and go into 
Egypt as soon as the cock crows. So he 
arose, and went. 

4 § And as he was considering with 
himself about his journey, the morning 
came upon him. 
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5 In the length of the journey the girts 
of the saddle broke. 

6 And now he drew near to a great 
city, in which there was an idol, to 
which the other idols and gods of Egypt 
brought their offerings and vows, 

7 And there was by this idol a priest 
ministering to it, who, as often as Satan 
spake out of that idol, related the things 
he said to the inhabitants of Egypt, and 
those countries, 

8 This priest had a son three years 
old, who was possessed with a great mul- 
titude of devils, who uttered many 
strange things: and when the devils seiz- 
ed him, walked about naked, with his 
clothes torn, throwing stones at those 
whom he saw. 

9 Near to that idol was the inn of the 
city, into which when Joseph and St, 

were come, and had turned into 
that inn, all the inhabitants of the city 
were astonished, 

10 And all the magistrates and priests 
of the idols assembled before that idol. 
and made inquiry there, saying, What 
means all this consternation and dread, 
which has fallen upon all our country ? 

11 The idol answered them, The un- 
known God is come hither, who is truly 
God; noris there any one besides him, 
who is worthy of divine worship ; for he 
is truly the Son of God. 

12 At the fame of him this country 
trembled, and at his coming it is under 
the present commotion and consternation, 
and we ourselves are affrighted by the 
greatness of his power. 

13 And at the same instant this idol 
fell down, and at his fall all the inhabi- 
tants of Egypt, besides others, ran toge- 
ther, 

14 § But the son of the priest, when 
his usual disorder came upon him, going 
into the inn, found there Joseph and St. 
Mary, whom all the rest had left behind 
and forsook. 

15 And when the Lady St. Mary had 
washed the swaddling clothes of the 
Lord Christ, and hanged them out to 
dry upon a post, the boy possessed with 
the devil took down one of them, and 
put it upon his head. 

16 And presently the devils began to 
come out of his mouth, and fly away in 
the shapes of crows and serpents. 

17 From that time the boy was heal- 
ed by the power of the Lord Christ, and 
he began to sing praises, and give thanks 
to the Lord who had healed him. 

18 When his father saw him restored 
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to his former state of health, he said, My 
son, what has happened to thee, aad by 
what means wert thou cured ? 

19 The son answered, When the de- 
vils seized me, 1 went into the inn, and 
there found a very handsome woman 
with a boy, whose swaddling clothes she 
had just before washed, and hanged out 
upon a post. 

20 One of these I took, and put it 
upon my head, and immediately the de- 
vils left me, and fled away. 

21 At this the father exceedingly re- 
joiced, and said, My son, perhaps this 
boy is the son of the living God, who 
made the heavens and the earth. 

22 For as soon as he came amongst 
us, the idol was broken, and all the gods 
fell down, and were destroyed by a 
greater power. 

20 Then was fulfilled the prophecy 
which saith, Out of Egypt L have called 
my son. 

CHAP. V. 
1 Joseph and Mary leave Egypt. 3 Go 
to the haunts of robbers, 4 who hearing 

a mighty noise as of a great army flee 

away. 

New Joseph and Mary, when they 

heard that the idol was fallen down 
and destroyed, were seized with fear and 
trembling, and said, When we were in 
tne land of Israel, Herod, intending to 
kill Jesus, slew for that purpose all the 
infants at Bdthlehem, and that neigh- 
bourhood. 

2 And there is no doubt but the 
Egy ptians, if they come to hear that this 
idol is broken and fallen dow n, will burn 
us with fire. 

3 They went therefore hence to the 
secret places of robbers, who robbed tra- 
vellers, as they pass by, of their car- 
riages and their clothes, and carried them 
away bound, 

i These thieves upon their coming 
lieard a great noise, such as the noise of 
a king with a great army, and many 
horse, and the trumpets sounding, at his 
departure from his own city ; as to leave 
all their beoty behind them, and fly 
away in haste. 

5 Upon this the prisoners arose, and 
loosed each other’s bonds, and taking 
each man his bags, they went away, and 
saw Joseph and Mary coming towards 
them, and inquired, Where is that king, 
the noise of whose approach the robbers 
heard, and have left us so that we are 
now come off safe? 


No. 23, Vol. X. 


6 Joseph answered, He will come af- 
ter us. 
CHAP. VI. 
1° Mary looks upon a woman in whom Sa- 
tan had taken up his abode, and she be - 
comes dispossessed. 5 Christ kissed by 
a bride made dumb by sorcerers, cures 
her, 11 miraculously eures a gentlewo- 
man in whom Satan had taken up his 
abode. 16 A leprous girl cwred by the 
water in which he was washed, and be- 
comes the servant of Joseph and Mary, 
20 The leprous son of a prince’s wife 
cured in the like manner, 37 His mo- 
ther offers large gifts to Mary and dis- 
misses her with respect. 
Ts EN they went into the city, where 
there was a woman possessed with 
a devil, and in whom Satan that cursed 
rebel, had taken up his abode. 

2 One night when she went to fetch 
water, she could neither endure her 
clothes on nor to be inany house ; but as 
often as they tied her with chains or cords, 
she brake them and went out into de- 
sert places, and sometimes standing where 
roads crossed, and in church-yards, would 
throw stones at men. 

3 When St. Mary saw this woman, 
she pitied her; whereupon Satan pre- 
sently left her, and fled away in the form 
of a young man, saying, Wo to me, be- 
cause of thee, Mary, and thy son. 

4 So the woman was delivered from 
her torment ; but considering and 
ceiving herself naked, she blushed, and 
avoided seeing any man, avd having 
put on her clothes, went home, and gave 
an account of her case to her father and 
relations, who as they were the best of 
the city, entertained St. Mary and ,Ju- 
seph with the greatest respect. 

5 The next morning having received 
a suflicient supply of provisions for the 
road, they went from them, and about 
the evening of the day arrived at another 
town, where a marriage was then about 
to be solemnized ; but by the arts of Sa- 
tan, and the practices of tome socerers, 
the bride was become so dumb, that she 
could not so much as open her mouth. 

6 But when this dumb bride saw the 
lady St. Mary entering into the town, 
and carrying the Lord Christ in her arms, 
she stretched out her hands to the Lord 
Christ, and took him in her arms, and 
closely hugging him, very often kissed 
him, continually moving and pressing 
him to her body. 

7 Straightway the string of her ton- 
gue was loosed, and her ears were open- 
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ed, and she began to sing praises unto 
God, who had restored her. 

8 So there was great joy among the 
inhabitants of the town that night, who 
thought that God and his angels were 
come down among them. 

9 4 In this place they abode three 
days, meeting with the greatest respect, 
and most splendid entertainment ; 

10 And being then furnished by the 
people with provisions for the road, they 
departed and went to another city, in 
in which they were inclined to ludge, 
because it was a famous place. 

11 There was in this city a gentle- 
woman, who, as she went down one day 
to the river to bathe, behold cursed Satan 
leaped upon her in the form of a serpent, 

12 And folded himself about her 
belly, and every night lay upon her. 

13 This woman, secing the Lady St. 
Mary, and the Lord Christ the infant in 
her bosom, asken the Lady St. Mary, 
that she would give her the child to kiss, 
and carry in her arms. 

14 When she han consented, and as 
soon as the woinan had moved the child, 
Satan left her, and fled away, nor did 
the woman ever afterwards see him, 

1.5 Hereuponall the neighbours praised 
the supreme God, and the woman re- 
warded them with ample beueficence. 

16 On the morrow the same woman 
brought perfumed water to wash Lord 
Jesus ; and when she had washed him, 
she preserved the water. 

17 And there was a girl there, whose 
body wes white with a leprosy, who 
being sprinkled with this water, and 
washed, was instantly cleansed from her 
leprosy. 

18 The people therefore said, With- 
out doubt Joseph and Mary, and that 
boy, are Gods, for they do not look like 
mortals, 

19 And when they were making 
ready to go away, the girl, who had 
been troubled with the lepsosy, came 
and desired they would permit her to go 
along with them : so they consented, and 
the girl went with them till they came 
to a city, in which was the palace of a 
great king, and whose house was nor far 
from the inn. 

20 Here they staid, and vhen the 
girl went one day to the prince’s wife, 
and found her ina sorrowful and mourn- 
ful condition, she asked her the reason 
of her tears. 

21 She replied, Wonder not at my 
groans, for 1 am under a great misfor- 
tune, of which I dare not tell any one. 
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22 But, says the girl, if you will en- 
trust me with your private grievance, 
perhaps I may find youa remedy for it. 

23 Thou, therefore, says the prince’s 
wife, shalt keep the secret, and not 
discover it to any one alive! 

24 I have been married to this prince, 
who rules as king over large dominions, 
and lived long with him before he had 
any child by me. 

25 At length I concieved by him, but 
alas! I brought forth a leprous son; 
which, when he saw, he would not own 
to be his, but said to me, 

26 Either do thou kill him, or send 
him to some nurse in such a place, that 
he may be never heard of; and now 
take care of yourself; I will never see 
you more. 

27 So here T pine lamenting my 
wretched, and miserable circumstances. 
Alas, my son! Alas my husband ! Have 
J disclosed it to you? , 

28 The girl replied, [ have found a 
remedy for your disease, which I pro- 
mise you, for I also was leprous, but 
God hath cleansed me, even he who is 
called Jesus, the son of the Lady Mary, 

29 The woman inquiring, where that 
God was, whom she spake of ; the girl 
answered He lodges with you here in 
the saine house. 

30 But how can this be? says she: 
where is he? Behold, replied the girl, 
Joseph and Mary ; and the infant who 
is with them is called Jesus ; and it is 
he who delivered me from my disease 
and torment. 

31 But by what means, says she, 
were you cleansed from your leprosy ; 
Will not you tell me that? 

32 Why not? says the girl: I took 
the water with which his body had been 
washed, and poured it upon me, and 
my leprosy vanished. 

33 The prince’s wife then arose, and 
entertained them, provoding a great 
feast for Joseph among a large company 
of men ; 

34 and the next day took perfumed 
water to wash the Lord Jesus, and after- 
wards poured the same water upon her 
son, whom she had brought with her, 
and her son was instantly cleansed from 
his leprosy, 

35 Then she sang thanks and praises 
unto God, and said, Blessed is the mo- 
ther that bare thee, O Jesus! 

36 Dest thou thus cure men of the 
same nature with thyself, with the water 
with which thy body is washed ? 

37 She then offered very large gifts 
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to the Lady Mary, and sent her away 
with all imaginable respect. 
CHAP, VII, 

1 A man who evuld not enjoy hii wife, 
freed from hus disorder. 5 A young 
man who had been bewitched, and turn- 
ed into a mule, miraculously cured by 
Christ being put on his back, 28and is 
married to the girl who had been cured 
of leprosy. 

pe Y came afterwards to another city, 

and had a mind to lodge there. 

2 Accordingly they went to a man’s 
house, who was newly married, but by 
the influence of sorcerers could not en- 
joy his wife : 

3 But they lodging at his house that 
night, the man was freed of his disorder ; 

4 And when they were preparing early 
in the morning to go forward on their 
journey, the new married person hin- 
dered them, and provided a noble en- 
tertainment for them, 

5 But going forward on the morrow, 
they came to another city, and saw three 
women going from a certain grave with 
great weeping. 

6 When St. Mary saw them, she spake 
to the girl who was their companion, 
saying, Go and inquire of them what is 
the matter with them and what misfortune 
has befallen them ? 

7 When the girl asked them, they 
made her no answer, but asked her again, 
Who are ye, and where are ye going? 
For the day is far spent, and night is at 
hand. 

8 We are travellers, saith the girl, 
and are seeking for an inn to lodge at. 

9 They replied, Go along with us, 
and lodge with us. 

10 They then followed them, and 
were introduced into a new house, well 
furnished with all sorts of furniture. 

11 [t was now winter-time, and the 
girl went into the parlour where these 
women were, and found them weeping 
and lamenting, as before, 

12 By them stood a mule, covered 
over with silk, and an ebony collar 
hanging down from his neck, whom they 
kissed, and were feeding. ’ 

13 But when the girl said, How hand- 
some, ladies, that mule is! they replied 
with tears, and said, This mule, which 
you see, was our brother, born of this 
same mother as we ; 

14 Forwhen our father died, and left 
us a very large estate, and we had only 
this brother, and we endeavoured to pro- 
cure him a suitable match, and thought 
he should be married as other men, some 


giddy and jealous women bewitched 
him without our knowledge ; 

15 And we, one night, a little before 
day, while the doors of the house were 
all fast shut, saw this our brother was 
changed into a mule, such as you now 
see him to be: 

16 And we, in the melancholy con- 
dition in which you see us, having no 
father to comfort us, have applied to all 
the wise men, magicians, and diviners 
in the world, but they have been of no 
service to us. 

17 As often therefore as we find our- 
selves oppressed with grief, we rise and 
go with this our mother to our father’s 
tomb, where when we have cried suffi- 
ciently, we return home, 

18 When the girl had heard this, she 
said, ‘lake courage, and cease your fears 
for you have a remedy for your afflic- 
tions near at hand, even among you, 
and in the midst of your house. 

19 For | was also leprous ; but when 
I saw this womau, and this little infant 
with her, whose name is Jesus, 1 sprink- 
led my body with the water with which his 
mother had washed him, and | was pre- 
sently made well. 

20 And I am certain that he is also 
capable of relieving you under your dis- 
tress. Wherefore arise, go to my mis- 
tress Mary, and when you have brought 
her into your own parlour, disclose to 
her the secret, at the same time earnest- 
ly beseeching her to compassionate your 
case. 

21 As soon as the women had heard 
the girl’s discourse, they hastened away 
to the Lady St. Mary, introduced them- 
selves to her, and sitting down before 
her, they wept, 

¢2 And said, O our Lady St. Mary, 
pity your handmaids, for we have no 
head of our family, no one elder than 
us; no father or brother to go im and 
out before us ; 

23 But this mule, which you see, 
was our brother, which some women by 
witchcraft have brought into this condition 
which you see; we therefore entreat you 
to compassionate us. 

24 Hereupon St. Mary was grieved 
at their ease, and taking the Lord Jesus, 
put hin: upon the back of the mule, 

25 And said to her son, O Jesus 
Christ, restore (or heal) according to 
thy extraordinary power this mule and 
grant him toe have again the shape of a 
man and a rational creature, as he had 
formerly. 

26 This was scarce said by the Lady 
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St. Mary, but the mule immedaitely 
passed into a human form, and became 
a young man without any deformity. 

27 Then he and his mother and the 
sisters worshipped the Lady St. Mary, 
and lifting the child upon their heads, 
they kissed him, and said Blessed is 
thy mother, O Jesus, O Saviour of the 
world! Blessed are the eyes which are 
so happy as to see thee. 

28 Then both the sisters told their 
mother, saying, Of a truth our brother 
is restored to his former shape by the 
help of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
kindness of that girl, who told us of 
Mary and her son. 

29 And inasmuch as our brother is 
unmarried, it is fit that we marry him 
to this girl their servant. 

30 When they had consulted St. Mary 
in this matter, and she had given her 
consent, they made a splendid wedding 
for this girl, 

31 And so their sorrow being turned 
into gladness, and their mourning into 
mirth, they began to rejoice, and make 
merry, and sing, being dressed in their 
richest attire with bracelets, 

32 Afterwards they glorified and 

raised God, saying, O Jesus son of 
avid, who changest sorrow into glad- 
ness, and mourning into mirth. 

33 After this Joseph and Mary tar- 
ried there ten days, and then went away, 
having received great respect from those 
people ; 

34 Who then they took their leave of 
them, and returned home, cried, 

35 But especially the girl. 

CHAP VIII. 

1 Joseph and Mary pass through a coun- 
try infested by robbers. 3 Titus a hu- 
mane thief, offers Dumachus, his com- 
rade, forty groats to let Joseph and 

ary pass unmolested. 6 Jesus pro- 
phecies that the thieves Dumachus and 

Titus shall be crucified with him, and 

that Titus shall go before him into 

Paradise. 10 Christ causes a well to 

spring from a sycamore tree, and Mary 

washes his cvat in it. 11 A balsam 
grows there from his sweat. They go 
to Mempis, where Christ works more 

miracles. 14 Return to Judea. 15 

Being warned, dedart from Nazareth. 
1 their country from hsnce they came 

into a desert country, and were told 
it was infested with robbers ; so Jeseph 
and St. Mary prepared to pass th ough 
it in the night : 

2 And as they were going along, be- 
hold they saw two robbers asleep in the 
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road, and with them a great number of 
robbers, who were their confederates, 
also asleep. 

3 The names of these two were Titus 
and Dumachus; and Titus said to Du- 
machus, I beseech thee let those persons 
go along quietly, that our company may 
not perceive any thing of them ; 

4 But Dumachus refusing, Titus again 
said, I will give thee forty groats, and 
as a pledge take my girdle, which he 
gave him before he had done speaking 
that he might not open his mouth, or 
make a noise. 

5 When the Lady St. Mary saw the 
kindness which this robber did shew 
them, she said to him, The Lord God 
will receive thee to his right hand, and 
grant thee the pardon of thy sins. 

6 Then the Lord Jesus answered, and 
said to his mother, When thirty years 
are expired, O mother, the Jews will 
crucify me at Jerusalem ; 

nd these two thieves shall be with 
me at the same time upon the cross, 
Titus on my right hand, and Dumachus 
on my left, and from that time Titus 
shall go before me into Paradise ; 

8 And when she had said, God forbid 
this should be thy lot, O my son, they 
went on to a city, in which there were 
several idols; which, as soon as they 
came near to it, was turned into hills of 
sand. 

9 4 Hence they went to that syca- 
more tree, which is now called Materea ; 

10 And in Matarea the Lord Jesus 
caused a well to spriug forth, in which 
St. Mary washed his coat ; 

11 And a balsam is produced, or 
grows, in that country, from the sweat 
which ran down there * the Lord Jesus. 

12 Thence they proceeded to Mem- 
phis, and saw Pharoah, and abode three 
years in Egypt, 

13 And the Lord Jesus did very 
many miracles in Egypt, which are nei- 
ther to be found in the Gospel of the 
Infancy, nor in the Gospel of Perfection. 

14 § At the end of three years he 
returned out of Egypt, and when he 
came near to Jude, Joseph was afraid 
to enter ; 

15 For hearing that Herod was dead, 
and that Archelaus his son reigned in 
his stead, he was afraid ; 

16 And when he went to Jude, an 
angel of God appeared to him, and said, 
O Joseph, go into the city Nazareth, 
and abide there. 

17 It is strange indeed, that he, who 
is the Lord of all countries, should be 
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thus carried backward and forward 
through so many countries. 
CHAP, IX, 

2 Two sick children cured by water where- 
in Christ was washed. 
WHEN they came afterwards into 

the city Bethlehem, they found 
there several very desperate distempers, 
which became so troublesome to chil- 
dren by seeng them, that most.of them 
died. 

2 There was there a woman, who had 
a sick son, whom she brought, when he 
was at the point of death to the Lady 
St. Mary, who saw her when she was 
washing Jesus Christ. 

3 Then said the woman, O my Lady 
Mary, look down upon this my son, who 
is afflicted with most dreadful pains. 

4 St. Mary hearing her, said, Take a 
little of that water with which 1 have 
washed my son, and sprinkle it upon him. 

5 Then she took a little of that water, 
as St. Mary had commanded, and sprink- 
led it upon her son, who being wearied 
with his violent pains, was fallen asleep ; 
and after he had slept a little, awaked 
perfectly well and recovered, 

6 The mother being abundantly glad 
of this success, went again to St. Mary, 
and St. Mary said to her, Give the praise 
to God, who hath cured this thy son. 

7 There was in the same place ano- 
ther woman, a neighbour of her, whose 
son was now cured. 

8 This woman’s son was afflicted with 
the same disease, and his eyes were now 
almost quite shut, and she was lament- 
ing for him day and night. 

9 The mother of the child which was 
cured said to her, Why do you not 
bring your son to St. Mary, as 1 brought 
my son to her, when he was in the very 
agonies of death; and he was cured by 
that water, with which the body of her 
son Jesus was washed ? 

10 When the woman heard her say 
this, she also went, and having procur- 
ed the same water, washed her son with 
it, whereupon his body and his eyes 
were instantly restored to their former 
state, 

11 And when she brought her son to 
St. Mary, and opened his case to her, 
she commanded her to give thanks to 
God for the recovery of her son’s health, 
and to tell no one what had happened. 

CHAP. X. 
1 Two wives of one man, each have a son 
sick, 2 One of them, named Mary, 
and whose son’s name was Caleb, pre- 
sents the Virgin with a handsome car- 


pet, and Caleb is cured ; but the son of 
the other wife dies, 4 which occasions 
a difference between the women. 5 The 
other wife puts Caleb into a hot oven, 
and he is miraculously preserved, 9 she 
afterwards throws him into a well, and 
he is again preserved; 11 his mother 
appeals tothe virgiu against the other 
wife, 12 whose downfall the Virgin 
prophecies, 13 and who accordingly 
falls into the well, 14 therein fulfil- 
ling a saying of old. 

HERE were in the same city two 

wives of one man, who had each a 
son sick. One of them was called Mary, 
and her son’s name was Caleb, 

2 She arose, aud taking her son went 
to the Lady St. Mary, the Mother of 
Jesus, and offered her a very handsome 
carpet, saying, O my Lady Mary, ac- 
cept this carpet of me, and instead of it 
give me a small swaddling cloth, 

3 To this Mary agreed; and when 
the mother of Caleb was gone, she made 
a cvat for her son of the swadling cloth, 
and put it on him, and his disease was 
cured ; but the son of the other wife 
died, 

4 4 Hereupon there arose between 
them a difference in doing the business 
of the family turns, each her week ; 

5 And when the turn of Mary the 
mother of Caleb came, and she was heat- 
ing the oven to bake bread, and went 
away to fetch the meal, she left her son 
Caleb by the oven; 

6 Whom the other wife, her rival, 
seeing to be by himself, took and cast 
him into the oven, which was very hot, 
and then went away. 

7 Mary on her return saw her son 
Caleb lying in the middle of the oven 
laughing, and the oven quite as cold as 
though it had not been before heated, 
and knew that Ler rival the other wife 
had thrown him into the fire. 

8 Whenshe took him out, she brought 
him to the Lady St. Mary, and told her 
the story; to whom she replied, Be 
quiet, for I am concerned lest thou 
shouldest make this matter known, 

9 After this her rival, the other wife, 
as she was drawing water at the well, 
and saw Caleb playing by the well, and 
that no one was near, took him, and 
and threw him into the well. 

10 And when some men came to fetch 
water frum the well, they saw the boy 
sitting on the superfices of the water, 
and drew him out with ropes, and were 
exceedingly surprised at the child, and 
praised God. 
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11 Then the mother, and took him 
and carried him to the Lady St. Mary, 
lamenting and saying, O my Lady, see 
what my rival hath done to my son, and 
how she hath cast him into the well, and 
I do not question but one time or other 
she will be the occasion of his ceath. 

12 St. Mary replied to her, God will 
vindicate your injured case, 

13 Accordingly a few days after, when 
the other wife came to the well to draw 
watet, her foot was entangled in the rope, 
so that she fell headlong into the well, 
and they who ran to her assistance found 
her skull broken, and her bones bruised, 

14 So she came to a had end, and in 
her was fulfilled that saying of the au- 
thor, They digged a well and made it 
deep, but feli themselves into the pit 
which they prepared. 

CHAP. XI. 

1 Bartholomew, when a child and sick, 
misaculously restored by being laid on 
Christ’s bed. 

NOTHER woman in that city had 
likewise two sons sick. 

2 And when one was dead, the other 
who lay at the point of death, she took 
in her arms to the Lady St. Mary, and 
in a flood of tears addressed herself to 
her, saying, 

3 O my Lady, help and relieve me ; 
for I had two sons, the one I have just 
now buried, the other I see is just at the 
point of death: behold, how I (earnest- 
ly) seek favour from God, and pray to 
him, 

4 Then she said, O Lord, thou art 
gracious, and merciful and, kind ; thou 
hast given me two sons; one of them 
thou hast taken to thyself, O spare me 
this other. 

5 St. Mary then perceiving the great- 
ness of her sorrow, pitied her, aud said, 
Do thou place thy son in my son’s bed, 
and corer him with his clothes. 

6 And when she had placed him in 
the bed wherein Christ lay, at the mo- 
ment when his eyes were just closed by 
death ; as soon as ever the smell of the 
garments of the Lord Jesus Christ reach- 
ed the boy, his eyes were opened, and 
calling with a loud voice to his mother, 
he asked for bread, and when he had re- 
ceived it, he sucked it. 

7 Then his mother said, O Lady 
Mary, now I am assured that the pow- 
ers of God do dwell in you, so that thy 
son can cure children who are of the 
same sort as himself, as soon as they 
touch his garments. 

8 This boy, who was thus cured, is 
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the same who in the Gospel is called 
Bartholomew. 
CHAP, XII. 

1 A leprous woman healed by Christ’s 
washing-water, 7 A princess healed 
by it and restored to her husband, 

GAIN, there was a leprous woman, 
who went to the Lady St. Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, and said, O my 

Lady help me. 

2 St. Mary replied, What help dost 
thou desire? Is it gold or silver, or that 
thy body be cured of its leprosy ? 

3 Who says the woman, can grant 
me this? 

4 St. Mary replied to her, Wait a lit- 
tle till Lhave washed my son Jesus, and 
put him in bed. 

5 The woman waited, as she was com- 
manded ; and Mary, when she had put 
Jesus in bed, giving her the water with 
which she had washed his body, said, 
Take some of the water, and pour it 
upon thy body ; 

6 Which when she had done, she in- 
stantly became clean and praised God, 
and gave thanks to him, 

7 ¥ Then went she away, after she 
had abode with her three days ; 

8 And going into the city, she saw 
a certain prince, who had married ano- 
ther prince’s daughter ; 

9, But when he came to see her, he 
perceived between her eyes the signs of 
the leprosy like a star, and thereupon 
declared the marriage dissolved and 
void, 

10 When the woman saw these per- 
sons in this condition, exceeding sor- 
rowful, and shedding abundance of tears, 
she inguired of them the reason of their 
crying ; 

11 They replied, inquire not into our 
circumstances: for we are not able to 
declare our misfortunes to any person 
whatsoever. 

12 But she still pressed and desired 
them to communicate their case to her: 
intimating, that perhaps she might be 
able to direct them to a remedy. 

13 So when they shewed the young 
woman to her, and the signs of the le- 
prosy, whieh appearad between her eyes. 

14 She said, I also, whom ye see in 
this place, was afflicted with the same 
distemper, aud going on some business 
to Bethlehem, I went into a certain cave, 
and saw a woman named Mary, who 
had a son called Jesus. 

15 She seeing me to be leprous, was 
concerned fur me, and gave me some 
water with which she had washed her 
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son’s body ; with that I sprinkled my 

body and became clean. 

16 Then said these women, Will you, 
Mistress, go along with us, and shew 
the Lady St. Mary to us? 

17 ‘lo which she consenting they 
arose, and went to the Lady St. Mary, 
taking with them very noble presents, 

18 And when they came in, and of- 
fered their presents to her, they shewed 
the leprous young woman whom they 
brought with them to her. 

19 Then said St. Mary, the mercy of 
the Lord Jesus Christ rest upon you; 

20 And giving them a little of that 
water, with which she bad washed the 
body of Jesus Christ, she bad them wash 
the diseased person with it ; which when 
they had done, she was presently cured ; 

21 So they, and all who were pre- 
sent, praised God ; and being filled with 
joy, they went back to their own city, 
and gave praises to God on that ac- 
count, 

22 Then the prince hearing that his 
wife was cured, took her home, and 
made a second marriage, giving thanks 
unto Goi fur the recovery of his wife’s 
health. 

CHAP, XJII. 

1 A girl whose blood Satan sucked, re- 
ceives one of Christs swaddling cloths 
from the Virgin, 14 Satan comes like 
a dragen, and she shews it to him; 
flames and burning coals proveed from 
it and fall upon him ; 19 he is miracu- 
lously discomfitted and leaves the girl. 

"THERE was also a girl, who was af- 

flicted by Satan ; 

2 For that cursed spirit did frequent- 
ly appear to her in the shape of a dra- 
gon, and was inclined to swallow her up, 
and had so sucked out all her blood, that 
she looked like a dead carcase. 

3 As often as she came to herself, 
with her hands wringed about her head, 
she would cry out and say, Wo, Wo is 
me, that there is no one to be found, 
who can deliver me from that impious 
drayon ! 

4 Her father and mother, and all who 
were about her and saw her,- mourned 
and wept over her ; 

5 And all who were present would 
especially be under sorrow and in tears, 
when they heard her bewailing, and 
saying, My brethren and friends, is 
there no one who can deliver me from 
this murderer? 

6 Then the prince’s daughter, who 
had been cured of her leprosy, hearing 
the complaint of that girl, went upon the 
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top of her castle, and saw her with her 
hands twisted about her lead, pouring 
out a flood of tears, and all the people 
that were about her in sorrow, 

7 She then asked the husband of the 
possessed person, Whether his wife’s 
mother wasalive ? He told her, That her 
father and mother were both alive. 

8 Then she ordered her mother to be 
sent to her; to whom, when she saw her 
coming, she said, Is this possessed girl 
thy daughter? She moaning and be- 
wailing said, Yes, madam, I bore her. 

9 The prince’s daughter answered, 
Disclose the secret of her case to me, for 
for | confess tv you that 1 was leprous, 
but the Lady Mary, the mother of Jesus 
Christ, healed me. 

10 And if you desire your daughter 
to be restored to her former state, take 
her to Bethlehem, and inquire for Mary 
the mother Jesus, and doubt not but 
your daughter will be cured; for I do 
not question but you will come home 
with great joy at your daughter's re- 
covery. 

11 As soon as ever she had done 
speaking, she arose and went with her 
daughter to the place «ppointed, and to 
Mary, and told her the case of her daugh- 
ter. 

12 When St. Mary had heard her 
story, she gave her a little of the water 
with which she had washed the body of 
her son Jesus, and bad her pour it upon 
the body of her daughter. 

13 Likewise she gave her one of the 
swaddling cloths of the Lord Jesus, and 
said, Take this swaddling cloth, and shew 
it to thine enemy as often as thou seest 
him; and she sent them away in peace, 

14 F After they had left that city, 
and returned home, and the time was 
come in which Satan was wont to seize 
her, in the same moment this cursed spi- 
rit appeared to her in she shape of a 
huge dragon, and the girl seeing him was 
afraid. 

15 The mother said to her, Be not 
afraid, daughter ; let him alone till he 
come nearer to thee! then shew him the 
swaddling cloth, which the Lady Mary 
gave us, and we shall sce the event. 

16 Satan then coming like a dread- 
ful dragon, the body of the girl trem- 
bled for fear. 

i7 But as soon as she had put the 
swaddling cloth upon her head, and 
about her eyes, and shewed it to him, 
presently there issued forth from the 
swaddling cloth flames and burning coals, 
and fell upon the dragon. 
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18 Oh! how great a miracle was this, 
which was done: as soon as the dragon 
saw the swaddling cloth of the Lord Je- 
sus, fire went forth, and was scattered 
upon his head and eyes; so that he 
cried out with a loud voice, What have 
I to do with thee, Jesus, thou son of 
Mary? Whither shall I flee from thee ? 

19 So he drew back much affrighted, 
and left the girl. 

20 And she was delivered from this 
trouble, and sang praises and thanks to 
God, and with her all who were present 
at the working of the miraele. 

CHAP, XIV, 

1 Judas, when a boy, possessed by Satan, 
and brought by his parents to Jesus to 
be cured, 6 whom he tries to bite, 7 
but failing, strikes Jesus,and makes him 
ery out. 8 Whereupon Sutan goes from 
Judas, in the shape of a dog. 

NOTHER woman likewise lived 
there, whose son was possessed of 

Satan. 

2 This boy, named Judas, as often as 
Satan seized him, was inclined to bite all 
that were present; and if he found no 
one else near him, he would bite his own 
hands and other parts. 

5S But the mother of this miserable 
boy, hearing of St. Mary and her son 
Jesus, arose presently, and taking her 
son in her arms, and brought him to the 
Lady Mary. 

4 In the meantime, James and Joses 
had taken away the infant; the Lord Je- 
sus, to play at a proper season with other 
children ; and when they went forth, they 
sat down, and the Lord Jesus with them. 

5 Then Judas, who was possessed, 
came and sat down at the right hand of 
Jesus ; 

6 When Satan was acting upon him 


as usual, he went about to bite the Lord ° 


Jesus, 

7 And because he could not do it, he 
struck Jesus on his right side, so that he 
cried out, 

8 And in the same moment Satan 
went out of the boy, and ran away like 
a mad dog. 

9 This same boy who struck Jusus, 
and out of whom Satan went in the form 
of a dog, was Judas Iscariot, who be- 
trayed him to the Jews, 

10 And that same side, on which 
Judas struck him, the Jews pierced with 
a spear. 

CHAP. XV. 
1 Jesus and other boys play together, and 
make clay figures of animals, 4 Jesus 
causes them to walk, 6 also makes clay 
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birds, which he causes to fly, and eat 

and drink, 7 The children’s parents 

alarmed, and take Jesus for a sorcerer, 

8 He goes to a dyer’s shop, and throws 

all the clothes into the furnace, and 

works a miracle therewith. 15 Where- 
upon the Jews praise God, 
ANP when the Lord Jesus was seven 
years of age, he was on a certain 
day with other boys his companions 
about the same age, 

2 Who, when they were at play, 
made clay into several shapes, namely, 
asses, oxen, birds, and other figures, 

3 Each boasting of his work, and en- 
deavouring to excel the rest. 

Then the Lord Jesus said to the boys, 
I will command those figures which I 
have made to walk. 

5 And immediately they moved ; and 
when he commanded them to return, 
they returned. 

6 He had also made the figures of 
birds and sparrows, which, when he com- 
manded to fly, did fly, and when he 
commanded to stand still, did stand still ; 
and if he gave them meat and drink, they 
did eat and drink. 

*7 Whenat length the boys went away, 
and related these things to their parents, 
their fathers said to them, Take heed, 
children for the future, of his company, 
for he is a sorcerer; shun and avoid him, 
and from henceforth never play with 
him, 

8 ¢ On a eertain day also when the 
Lord Jesus was playing with the boys, 
and running about, he passed by a dyer’s 
shop whose name was Salem ; 

9 And there were in his shop many 
pieces of cloth belonging to the people 
of that city, which they designed to dye 
of several colours. 

10 Then the Lord Jesus going into 
the dyer’s shop, took all the cloths, and 
threw them inio the furnace. 

11 When Salem came home, and saw 
the cloths spoiled, he began to make a 
great noise, and to chide the Lord Jesus, 
saying. 

12 What hast thou done to me, O 
thou son of Mary? Thou hast injured 
both me and my neighbours; they all 
desired their cloths of a proper colour ; 
but thou hast come and spoiled them all. 

13 The Lord Jesus replied, I wil! 
change the colour of every cloth to 
what colour thou desirest ; 

14 And then he presently began to 
take the cloths out of the furnace, and 
they were all dyed of those same colours 
which the dyer desired ; 





~ 


15 And when the Jews saw this sur- 

prising miracle, they praised God. 

CHAP. XVL. 

1 Christ miraculously widens or contracts 
gates, milk-pails, seives, or boxes, not 
properly made by Joseph, 4 he not 
being skilful at his carpenter’s trade. 5 
The king of Jerusalem gives Joseph an 
order for a throne. 6 Joseph workson 
it for two years in the king’s palace, and 
makes it two spans tvo short. 8 The 
king being agry with him, 10 Jesus 
comforts him, 13 commands him to pull 
one side of the throne while he pulls the 
other, and brings it to its proper dimen- 
sions, 14 Whereupon the bystanders 
praise Ged. 

ND Joseph, wheresoever he went in 
L the city, took the Lord Jesus with 
him, where he was sent for to work to 
make gates or milk-pails, or sieves, or 
boxes; the Lord Jesus was with him 
wheresoever he went. 

2 And as often as Joseph had any 
thing in his work to make longer or shor- 
ter, or wider or narrower, the Lord Jesus 
would stretch his hand towards it. 

3 And presently it became as Joseph 
would have it, 

4 So that he had no need to finish any 
thing with his own hands, for he was 
not very skilful at his carpenter’s trade. 

5 § On a certain time the King of 
Jerusalem sent for him, and said i would 
have thee make me a throne, of the same 
dimensions with place in which 1 com- 
monly sit. 

6 Jeseph obeyed, and forthwith be- 
gan the work, and continued two years 
in the king’s palace before he finished it. 

7 And when he came to fix it in its 
place, he foumd it wanted two spans on 
each side, of the appointed measure. 

8 Which when the king saw, he was 
very angry with Joseph ; 

9 And Joseph afraid of the king’s an- 
ger, went to bed without lis supper, 
taking not any thing to eat. 

10 Then the Lord Jesus asked him, 
What he was afraid of ? 

11 Joseph replied, Because I have 
lost my labour in the work which I have 
beed about these two years, 

12 Jesus said to him, Fear not, nei- 
ther be cast down ; 

13 Do thou lay hold on one side of 
the throne, and ] will the other, and we 
will bring it to its just dimensions. 

8S And when Joseph had done as 
the Lord Jesus said, and each of them 
had with strength drawn his side the 
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throne obeyed, and was brought to the 
proper dimensions of the place : 

15 Which miracle when they who 
stood by saw, they were astonished, and 
praised God, 

16 The throne was made of the same 
wood, which was in being in Solomon’s 
time, namely, wood adorned with va- 
rious shapes and figures. 

CHAP. XVII. 
1 Jesus plays with boys at hide and seek, 

3 Some women put his play-fellows in 

a furnace, 7 where they are transform- 

ed by Jesus into kids. 10 Jesus calls 

them to go and play, and they are re- 
stored to their shape. 
Q* another day the Lord Jesus going 
out into the street, and seeing some 
boys who were met to play, joined him- 
self to their company ; 
2 But when they saw him, they hid 


themselves, and left him to seek for them ; 


3 The Lord Jesus came to the gate of a 
certain house, and asked some women 
who were standing there, Where the 
boys were gone ? 

4 And when they answered, That 
there was no one there; the Lord Jesus 
said, Who are those whom you see in 
the furnace ? 

5 They answered, they were kids of 
three years old. 

6 Then Jesus cried out aloud, and 
said, Come out hither, O ye kids to your 
shepherd ; 

7 And presently the boys came forth 
like kinds, and leaped about him ; which 
when the woman saw, they were exceed- 
ingly amazed, and trembled, 

8 Then they immediately worship- 
ped the Lord Jesus, and beseeched him, 
saying, O our Lord Jesus, son of Mary, 
thou art truly that good shepherd of |s- 
rael! have mercy on thy handmaids, 
who stand before thee, who donot doubt, 
but that thou, O Lord, art come to save, 
and not to destroy. 

9 After that, when the Lord Jesus 
said, The children of Israel are like 
Ethiopians among the peop e; the wo- 
men said, Thou, Lord, knowest all things, 
nor is any thing concealed from thee : 
but now we intreat thee, and beseech of 
thy mercy, that thou wouldst restore 
those boys to their former state, 

10 Then Jesus said, Come hither, O 
boys, that we may go and play; and 
immediately, in the presence of these 
women, the kids were changed, and re- 
turned into the shape of boys, 
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CHAP. XVIII. 
1 Jesus becomes the king of his play-fel- 
lows, and they crown him with flowers, 

4 miraculously causes a serpent who 

had bitten Simon the Canaanite, then a 

boy, to suck out all the poison again ; 

16 the serpent bursts, and Christ res- 

tores the boy to health. 

N the month Adar Jesus gathered to- 
“gether the boys, and ranked them as 
though he had been a king ; 

2 For they spread their garments on 
the ground for him to sit on ; and hav- 
ing made a crown of flowers, put it upon 
his head, and stood on his night and left 
as the guards of a king ; 

3 And if any one happened to pass 
by, they took him by force, and said 
Come hither, and worship the king, that 
you may have a prosperous journey. 

4 § In the mean time, while these 
things were doing, there came certain 
men, carrying a boy upon a couch ; 

5 For this boy having gone with his 
companions to the mountain to gather 
wood, and having found there a part- 
ridge’s nest and put his hand in to take 
out the eggs, was stung by a poisonous 
serpent, which leaped out of the nest: 
so that he was forced to cry out for the 
help of his companions: who, when 
they came, found him lying upon the 
earth like a dead person. 

6 After which his neighbours came, 
and carried him back into the city. 

7 But when they came to the place 
where the Lord Jesus was sitting like a 
king, and the other boys stood around 
him like his ministers, the boys made 
haste to meet him, who was bitten by 
the serpent, and said to his neighbours, 
Come and pay your respects to the king ; 

8 But when by reason of their sorrows 
they refused to come, the boys drew 
them and forced them against their wills 
to come, 

9 And when they came to the Lord 
Jesus, he inquired, On what account 
they carried that boy! 

10 And when they answered, that a 
s rpent had bitten him, the Lord Jesus 
said to the boys, Let us go and kill that 
serpent, 

11 But when the parents of the boy 
desired to be excused, because their son 
lay at the point of death: the boys 
made answer, and said, Did not ye hear 
what the king said? Let us go and kill 
the serpent ; and will not ye obey him? 

12 So they brought the couch back 
again, whether they would or not. 

13 And when they were come to the 
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nest, the Lord Jesus said to the boys, 

Is this the serpent’s lurking place? They 

said, it was, 

i4 Then the Lord Jesus calling the 
serpent it presently came forth, and sub- 
mitted to him: to whom he said, Go 
and suck out all the poison which thou 
hast infused into that boy ; 

15 So the serpent crept to the boy, 
and took away all its poison again. 

16 Then the Lord Jesus cursed the 
serpent, so that it immediately burst 
asunder, and died ; 

17 And he touched the boy with his 
hand to restore him to his former health ; 

18 And when he began to cry, the 
Lord Jesus said, Cease crying, for here- 
after thou shalt be my disciple ; 

19 And this is that Simon the Ca- 
naanite, who is mentioned in the Gospel. 
CHAP. XIX, 

1 James being bitten by a viper, Jesus 
blows on the wound and cures him, 4 
Jesus charged with throwing a boy from 
the roof of a house miraculously, 10 
causes the dead boy to acquit him, 12 
fetches water for his mother, breaks the 
pitcher and miraculously guthers the 
water in his mantle and brings it home, 
16 makes fish-pools on the Sabbath, 20 
causes a boy to die who broke them 
down, 22 another boy runs against him, 
whom he also causes to die, 

QO» another day, Joseph sent his son 

James to gather wood, and the Lord 

Jesus went with him ; 

2 And when they came to the place 
where the wood was, and James began 
to gather it, behold a venomous viper 
bit him, so that he beyan to cry, and 
make a noise. 

3 The Lord Jesus seeing him ia this 
condition, came to him, and blowed 
upon the place where the viper had bit 
him, and it was instantly weil. 

4 § On a certain day the Lord Jesus 
was with some boys, who were playing 
on the house top, and one of the boys 
fell down, and presently died. 

5 Upon whch the other boys all 
running away, the Lord Jesus was left 
alone on the house-top, 

6 And the boy’s relations came to 
him and said to the Lord. Jesus, Thou 
didst throw our son down from the 
house -top ? 

7 But he denying it, they cried out, 
Our son is dead, and this is he who kil- 
led him. 

8 The Lord Jesus replied to them, 
Do not charge me with a crime, of which 
yuu are not able to convict me, but let 
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us go ask the boy himself, who will bring 

the truth to light, 

9 Then the Lord Jesus going down 
stood over the head of the dead boy, and 
said with aloud voice, Zeinunus, Zeinu- 
nus, who threw thee down from the 
house-top ? 

10 Then the dead boy answered, 
Thou didst not throw me down, but such 
a one did. « 

11 And when the Lord Jesus bad 
those who stood by take notice of his 
words, all who were present praised God 
on accouut of that miracle. 

12 ¥ On a certain time the Lady St. 
Mary had commanded the Lord Jesus 
to fetch her some water out of the well ; 

13 And when he had gone to fetch 
the water, the pitcher, when it was 
brought up full, brake ; 

14 But Jesus spreading his mantle 
yathered up the water again, and brought 
it in that to his mother ; 

15 Who being astonished at this won- 
derful thing, laid up this, and all other 
thangs which she had seen in her me- 
mory. 

16 ¥Y Again onanother day the Lord 
Jesus was with some boys by a river, 
and they drew water out of the river by 
little channels, and made little fish- pools. 

17 But the Lord Jesus had made 
twelve sparrows, and placed them about 
his pool on each side, three on a side. 

18 But it was the sabbath-day, and 
the son of Hanani, a Jew, came by, and 
saw them making these things, and said, 
Do ye thus make figures of clay on the 
sabbath? And he ram to the ‘m, and 
broke down their fish-pools. 

19 But when the Lord Jesus clapped 
his hands over the sparrows which he 
had made, they fled away chirping. 

20 At length the son of Hanani com- 
ing to the fish pool of Jesus to destroy 
it, the water vanished away, and the 
Leed Jesus said to him, 

21 In like manner as this water has 
vanished, su shall thy life vanish; and 
presently the boy died. 

22 Another time, when the Lord Je- 
sus was coming home in the’ evening 
with Joseph, he met a boy, who ran sv 
hard against him, that he threw him 
down ; 

23 To whom the Lord Jesus said, As 
thou hast thrown me down, so shalt 
thou fall, nor ever rise. 

24 And that moment the boy fell 
down, and died. 

CHAP. XX. 

4 Sent to school to Zaccheus to learn his 
letters, and teaches Zaccheus, 13 Sent 
to another schoolmaster, 14 refuses to 
tell his letters, and the schsolmaster 
going to wip him his hand withers and 
he dies, 


HERE was also at Jerusalem one 
named Zaccheus, who was a school- 
master ; 

2 And he said to Joseph, Joseph, 
why dost thou not send Jesus to me, 
that he may learn his letters ? 

3 Joseph agreed and told St. Mary ; 

4 Sothey brought him to that master ; 
who, as soon as he saw him wrote out 
an alphabet for him, 

5 And he bad him say Aleph; and 
when he had said Aleph, the master bad 
him pronounce Beth, 

6 Then the Lord Jesus said to him, 
Tell me first the meaning of the letter 
Aleph, and then | will pronounce Beth. 

7 And when the master threatened 
to whip him, the Lord Jesus explained 
to him the meaning of the letters Aleph 
and Beth ; 

8 Also which were the straight figures 
of the letters, which the oblique, and 
what letters had double figures; which 
had points, and which had none ; why 
one letter went before another; and 
many other things he began to tell him, 
and explain, of which the master him- 
sclf had never heard, nor read in any book. 

9 The Lord Jesus farther said to the 
master, Take notice how I say to thee ; 
then he began clearly and distinctly to 
say Aleph, Beth Gimel, Dale th, and so 
on to the end of the alphabet. 

10 At this the master was so surprised, 
that he said, I believe this boy was born 
before Noah ; 

11 And turning to Joseph he said, 
Thou hast brought a boy to me to be 
taught, who is more learned than any 
master. 

12 He said also to St. Mary, This 
your son has no need of any learning. 

13 ¢ They brought him ther to a 
him, learned master, who when he saw 
more said, say Aleph : 

14 And when he had said Aleph, the 
master bad him pronounce Beth; to 
which the Lord Jesus replied, Tell me 
first the meaning of the letter Aleph, and 
then I will pronounce Beth. 

15 But this master, when he lift up 
his hand to whip h.m, had his band 
presenjly withered, and he died, 

16 Then said Joseph to St. Mary 
Hencefo. th we will not allow him to go 
out of the house; for every one who 
displeases him is killed. 


CHAP. XXI. 


1 Disputes miraculously with the doc- 
tors in the temple, 7 on law, 9 on 
astronomy, 12 on physics and meta- 
physics. 21 Is worshipped by a 
philosopher, 28 and fetched home 
by his mother. 
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ANP when he was twelve years old 

they brought him to Jerusalem to 
the feast; and when the feast was over, 
they returned, 

2 But the Lord Jesus continued be- 
hind in the temple among the doctors 
and elders, and learned men of Israel ; 
to whom he proposed several questions 
of learning, and also gave them ans- 
wers; - 

3 For he said to them, Whwse son is 
the Messiah? They answered, The son 
of David : 

4 Why then, said he, does he in the 
spirit call him Lord? when he saith, 
The Lord said to my Lord, sit thou at 
my right hand, till [ have made thine 
enemies thy footstool. 

5 Then a certain principal Rabbi, 
asked him, Hast thou read books ? 

6 Jesus answered, he had read both 
books, and the things which were con- 
tained in books, 

7 And he explained to them the books 
of the law, and precepts and statutes, 
and the mysteries which are contained 
in the books of the prophets; things 
which the mind of no ereature could 
reach, 

8 Then said that Rabbi, 1 never yet 
have seen or heard of such knowledge! 
what‘do you think that boy will be? 

9 4 When a certuin astronomer, who 
was present, asked the Lord Jesus, 
Whether he had studied astronomy ? 

10 The Lord Jesus replied, and told 
him the number of the spheres and hea- 
venly bodies, as also their triangular, 
square, and sextile aspect ; their progres- 
sive and retrograde motion; their size 
and several prognostications ; and other 
things, which the reason of man had 
never discovered. 

11 ¢ There was also among thema 
philosopher well skilled in physic and 
natural phylosophy, who asked the 
Lord Jesus, Whether he had studied 
physic? 

12 He replied, and explained to him 
physics and metaphysics, 

13 Also those things which were 
above and below the power of nature ; 

14 The powers also of the body, its 
humours and their effects ; 

15 Also the number of its members, 
anti bones, veins, arteries, and nerves ; 

16 The several constitutions of the 
body, hot and dry, cold and moist, and 
the tendencies of them ; 

17 How the soul operated upon the 
body ; 

18 What its various sensations and 
faculties were ; 

19 The faculty of speaking, anger, 
desire ; 

20 And lastly, the manner of its 
Composition and dissolution ; and other 
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things, which the understanding of no 
creature had ever reached, 

21 Then that philosopher arose, and 
worshipped the Lord Jesus, and said, O 
Lord Jesus, from henceforth I will be 
thy disciple and servant. 

22 | While they were discoursing 
on these and such like things, the Lady 
St. Mary came in, having been three 
days walking about with Joseph, seek- 
ing for him, 

23 And when she saw him sitting 
among the doctors, and in his turn pro- 
posing questions to them, and giving 
answers, she said to him, My son, why 
hast thou done thus by us? Behold I 
and thy father have been at much pains 
in seeking thee. 

24 He replied, Why did ye seek me? 
Did ye not know that [ ought to be em- 
ployed in my father’s house ? 

25 But the understood not the words 
which he said to them. 

26 Then the doctors asked Mary, 
whether this were her son? And when 
she said, He was, they said, O happy 
Mary, who hast borne such a son! 

27 Then he returned with them to 
Nazareth and obeyed them in all 
things. 

28 And his mother kept all these 
sayings in her mind ; 

29 And the Lord Jesus grew in sta- 
ture and wisdom, and favour with God 
and Man. 

CHAP. XXII. 
1 Conceals his mirucles, 2 studies the 
law, 3 and is baptised. 
OW from this time Jesus began to 
conceal his miracles and secret 
works, 

2 And gave hinself to the study of 
the law, till he arrived to the end of his 
thirtieth yeor ; 

3 At which time the father publicl 
owned him at Jordan, sending down this 
voice from heaven, This is my beloved 
son, in whom I am well pleased ; 

4 The Holy Ghost being also present 
in the form of a dove. 

5 This ia he whom we worship with 
all reverence, because he gave us our 
life and being, and brought us from our 
mother’s womb ; 

6 Who for our sakes, took a haman 
body, and hath redeemed us, that so he 
might embrace us with everlasting mer- 
cy, and shew his free, large, bountiful 
grace and goodness to us, 

7 To him be glory and praise, and 
power, and dominion, from henceforth 
and for evermore. Amen. 


The end of the whole Gospel of the 
Infancy, by the assistance of the su- 
preme God, according to what we 
found in the original. 
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TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





DEAR Sik, Stockport, November 21, 1824. 
Accept the enclosed sum of money from your Stockport friends, 
as a small token of the respect we owe to you for your unwearied 
exertions in the cause of free discussion. We wish it had been 
more; but small as it is, we know it will be useful to you: we 
know likewise, that money is the grand moving principle and con- 
stitutes one of the strongest weapons of defence. 

We congratulate you on the progress of your principles in our 
immediate neighbourhood. There is scarcely a week passes, but 
we hear of some one or other released from the trammels of bi- 
gotry and superstition, and guided into the road which leads to 
human happiness. 

A system of government like the one we have the misfortune to 
live under, where virtue is punished as though it were criminal, 
where vice in many instances is exalted to the highest offices in 
state, and where such wretches as the Bishop of Clogher are per- 
mitted to be at large, after having been detected in and found 
guilty of a crime the most revoltiug to human nature, is extolled 
as the envy of surrounding nations and the admiration of the 
whole world! For my part, I think very differently. I think it 
is the scorn of surrounding nations and the derision of the whole 
world. 

When we reflect that you have been immured in a dungeon for 
five years and upwards, that you have been robbed to no inconsi- 
derable amount, that your wife and sister have shared an imprison- 
ment with you, that the brave Mrs. Wright is likely to fall a victim 
to her very mild imprisonment, and that others have suffered and 
still are suffering durance vile, merely for selling a book or books 
which question the good foundation of all religions; who can re- 
flect upon such scenes without saying, that they are a foul, a 
damning blot upon the Christians, and a disgrace to the age in 
which we live? Where is the man that has a spark of humanity 
in his breast who would not willingly step forward and lend his 
feeble assistance to put a stop to such disgraceful scenes? But 
though you have suffered a long and solitary imprisonment, and 
though your future imprisonment is now at the mercy of that cold 
calculating bigoted Peel, whose mercy is like that of his God 
which knows no bounds, yet, amidst all these calamities, your 
virtuous mind is tranquil and composed. Yet you can even in 
your dungeon enjoy that inward satisfaction, that peace of mind, 
which your persecutors can never feel; for as the poet truly 
says, 

The man that virtue does not bind, 
No sure nor lasting comfort knows, 


Nor ere enjoys that peace of mind 
Which conscious innocence bestows. 
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I cannot close this letter without noticing the ** Newgate Ma- 
gazine,” edited by your brave Shopmen. Itisa fine philosophical 
work, and strikes a mortal blow at their persecutors. It ought to 
be read by every real lover of trnth; but I will say no more about 
it, as a perusal of it will be its best recommendation. Wishing 
you health and happiness, and may you and all who are suffering 
incarceration for holding opinions which you nor they can avoid, 
soon be restored to their families and friends, is the fervent wish 
of the Subscribers, and 

Yours, in true friendship, 


WILLIAM BLACKSHAW. 
Subscription from Stockport for Mr. Carlile. 
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TO MR. WILLIAM BLACKSHAW, STOCKPORT, 





Sir, Dorchester Caol, December 4, 1824. 
Ir is a pleasure to me to find, that my Stockport friends are not 
yet weary of me, and that their countenance at least promises to 
be co-extendnd with the persecutions continued by the Christians. 
I am now set in for a sixth year of imprisonment; but I can assure 
you, that my resolution is stronger, and my spirits higher, to bear 
up against it, than was the case five years ago. I feel, that per- 
secution strengthens me; and there are moments when I am writ- 
ing or reflecting upon the subject, which make the view of my past 
imprisonment delightful. I find, that the interest in my writing © 
goes on increasing, and bids fair in another year or two to procure 
me a handsome income. Hitherto, or since my imprisonment, 
the returns for what I have written and published have done no 
more than cover the expences; but I am now about to make an 
effort to turn the scale. Finding ‘“‘ The Republican” is running 
into new channels, | know enough of the art of publication to 
know, that such is the time to push it; because I feel assured of 
a growing interest. With the exception of your neighbourhood, 
it has had a trifling increase almost every where since the last 
batch of prosecutions, and I am now going to call upon every 
friend to try and gain me new subscribers. If every present sub- 
scriber could find another, | should find a handsome fixed income 
of at least ten or twelve pounds per week. This would make me 
independent of all aid from subscriptions, and put my presses in 
rapid motion for the forthcoming of other works. Those who can 
afford it would do me much more solid good by buying a double 
number of the Republican weekly, and by lending it to new read- 
ers, than in subscribing a weekly sixpence in money. Or if they 
found me another subscriber, the good done would be the same. 

I am not on the footing of another bookseller: advertisements 
beyond my own publication do me no good; and this because, 
hearly all the London country booksellers have been so caution- 
ed, threatened, and frightened by the priests, about taking orders 
for my books, that for the present they shrink from doing it. One 
respectable house in London, that stood out to the last, has lately 
been obliged to yield. 1 have reasons to think, that the whole of 
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the priesthood of the Established Church is formed intoa kind of 
divine police to check the sale of my publications, and to bully 
and threaten all who assist in it, whom they feel that they can in- 
jure. In this county no individual can visit me from any parish, 
but the priest of that parish is acquainted with it. before that indi- 
vidual returns home. Not a word can these divine devils say to 
my face; but this is the method which they have now adopted to 
lengthen the period of their final downfal. I shall shortly shew 
up Mr. Parson Justice Parsons of Sherborne in an amusing light. 
Of the Vicar of Cerne I hear nota word, He is at least cautious 
and silent. 

The dissenting preachers are quite ready to join the priests of 
the church in this real crusade; and what with the Catholics on 
one side, and the Atheists on the other, all dissension among 
them will cease, and we shall see these late most bitter enemies 
unite as one church. 

This being my situation, and such the power against which I 
have to contend, it behoves every spirited friend to become for me 
both agent and bookseller. I have almost daily experience that 
there is a large scattered body of people who are anxious to read 
the Republican, but who are baffled in every effort to get it 
through a regular channel. This evil I wish my present regular 
readers to remove as far as they can. Assured that it is a work 
which begins to condense and to make plain the most powerful ar- 
guments against Christianity and Christians, | can now make free 
to. push it with a good grace and good purpose. 

The Christians give me proofs, that they now seriously begin to 
feel my blows: and seeing this, I shall go on to increase their 
weight and exhibit a constant increasing force. Of course, the 
priests will stick to their gains, until we can find a legislature to 
take them away; and this can only be done by the force of pub- 
lic opinion and a thorough desertion of the priesthood by the dis- 
interested part of the community, or such a desertion as shall 
leave the idolatry too naked to be practised in public. Even then, 
the priests and their immediate friends will preach and pray to 
one another so long as they can make gain by it. But I shall now 
begin, so to force it upon the notice of all the authorities of the 
country, that the Christian religion is wholly indefensible, as to 
place them in the most ridiculous and perplexing light. I know 
well the ground on which I stand, and have examined every spot 
where I shall have need to make a footstep. The keeping me in 
prison will hut heighten my powers of attack. I purpose to be- 
gin the new year with redoubled efforts; and I hope every present 
and future friend will be giving me a corresponding aid. 

Yours, with thanks for the past, and full assurance of your aid 


for the future, 
RICHARD CARLILE. 


Printed and Published by RK. Cartice, 84, I leet Street.—All Correspon- 
dences for “* The Republican” to be left at the place of publication. 
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